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Van Benthem Dairy Ltd is owned and operated by Rolf & 
Mary and Evert & Jannette van Benthem. Rolf & Mary have 4 
kids, Lars (9), Noah (7), Finn (4), and Toby (1). In 2000 Evert 
& Jannette made the move to Canada with their boys Rolf, 
Merein and Jos. At that time they gave Rolf and Merein full 
control of all the breeding decisions. Rolf & Mary joined the 
farm in 2009, and Merein & Kelsey started their own dairy 
farm in 2012. Jos and Tessa live in Calgary. 

 The most influential cow families at our farm are:  

Namdew Rudolph Anna VG-85 9*: this cow transmits 
longevity at our farm. Anna was born at our farm, her dam 
came out of the Namdew herd that we bought when we 
started in 2000. Anna has 6 daughters over 60,000kg of 
milk, including Benthemmer Goldwyn Emilie VG-87 who has 
reached 118,000kg of milk.  

Altappel Formation Rockyma VG-87 6*: Rockyma was 
purchased by the boys with money they got from their Oma 
when they made the move to Canada. Rockyma transmits 
lots of milk and longevity. Her daughter Benthemmer Inquirer 
Canama was our first homebred excellent cow. Another 
daughter, Benthemmer Blitz Roma VG-87, produced 
136,000kg of milk in 7 Lactations. Rockyma has 4 daughters 
that became star brood cows themselves. 

Suncountry Haiti Lheros EX-92-2E 3*: Haiti was purchased 
as a heifer at the Calgary Classic Sale. She became the 
first cow to score 92 points at our farm. She transmits great 
conformation and production. We are milking some great 
granddaughters out of her. 
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Benthemmer Denzel Melba VG-85 2*: A homebred cow that 
transmits great conformation and production. Her daughter 
Benthemmer Loverman Malika in her 4th lactation scored 
EX-92-2E this year, and also has 2 Superior Production 
awards. Her daughter Benthemmer Edify Maeko scored 
VG-85 as a 2yr old this year. 

Benthemmer Goldwyn Camila EX-90-3E 2*: Camila comes 
out of the Rockyma family but is making a name as a 
Star Brood cow herself. She was our first cow scoring 2 
generations of homebred excellent. She has daughters 
that excel in production and type that have the potential of 
making it 3 generations of homebred excellents. 

This year we are really excited about the achievements of 
our homebred cows. We had 9 new Starbrood cows with 
our prefix. We also had 2 VG 2yr olds, and 6 EX or ME this 
year. On the production side we are pleased that we had 17 
Superior Production Awards and 1 Super 3 award. We also 
had 18 Longtime production awards.  

Benthemmer Loverman Malika EX-92 2E was Reserve 
Champion of the SAHC Barn Cow Competition for 2020. 
She got 1st in her class as well. Benthemmer Fix Remedy 
VG-88 got 3rd place in her class. All our kids participated 
in the Youth Class and our son Lars won with Benthemmer 
Galahad Halyn. 

Our Rolling Herd Average on 122 cows is: 11,755kg milk, 
484kg 4.1% Fat, 384kg 3.3% Protein. Our BCA is: 263-
291-269=823. Our current herd classification record is 9EX, 
41VG, and 62GP cows. 
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We are proud to be named the Outstanding Young Farmers 
for Alberta for 2020. The National Event for this has been 
delayed due to Covid, though we will represent Alberta for 
2021 in December. We are very proud of this achievement 
since you compete against all fields of agriculture in Alberta. 
This has lead to interviews in several newspapers and 
magazines, such as: The Western Producer, Milk Producer, 
Western Dairy Farmer, and Alberta Farmer Express. 

Rolf has been a director of the SAHC for 6 years and currently 
sits as President, he is also a member of the Alberta Hosltein 
Association board. Mary is the current Vice President of the 
local playschool group as well as Registrar for our Minor 
Hockey Association. We had a shortened hockey season in 
which Rolf coached our sons on their U7 team and Mary 
managed it. We also run the local Spruce View Soccer 
Program every spring. 

An interesting fact about our farm is that we do our own 
Herd Health as well as our own ET work on the farm. This 
way we have been able to make improvements and quick 
genetic progress in our herd. This year we were excited to 
have 2 cows pictured. Benthemmer Chelios Haven EX-91 
and Benthemmer Loverman Malika EX-92-2E. We are very 
happy with the pictures and some are featured in the Alberta 
Holstein Calendar. 

The most valuable services of Holstein Canada are 
classification and calf registration. We believe in longevity 
and that the classification system is the best tool to be 
able to achieve this. We would like to thank the Southern 
Alberta Holstein Club for the nomination for the Alberta 
Breeder of the Year. 

 


